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WSIS > Tunis Agenda

42. We reaffirm our commitment to the freedom 
to seek, receive, impart and use information, in 
particular, for the creation, accumulation and 
dissemination of knowledge. We affirm that 
measures undertaken to ensure Internet stability 
and security, to fight cybercrime and to counter 
spam, must protect and respect the provisions for 
privacy and freedom of expression as contained in 
the relevant parts of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the Geneva Declaration 
of Principle



  

UN Human Rights Council 2012

● 1. Affirms that the same rights that 
people have offline must also be 
protected online, in particular freedom 
of expression, which is applicable 
regardless of frontiers and through any 
media of one’s choice, in accordance with 
articles 19 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;



  

UN General Assembly 2013

4. Calls upon all States:
●  (a) To respect and protect the right to privacy, 

including in the context of
● digital communication;
●  (b) To take measures 
●  (c) To review their procedures, practices and 

legislation 

5. Estbalish Special Rapporteur Privacy



  



  

NETmundial

Human rights are universal as reflected in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that 
should underpin Internet governance principles. 

Rights that people have offline must also be 
protected online, in accordance with 
international human rights legal obligations, 
including the International Covenants on Civil 
and Political Rights and Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, and the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.



  

UN Special Rapporteur FoE

● 2015 report:

Governments should promote the use of strong 
encryption and protect anonymous expression online
● 2016 report:
● Intermediary liability
● Private entities should ensure the greatest possible 

transparency in their policies, standards and actions 
that implicate the freedom of expression and other 
fundamental rights.

● Private entities should also integrate commitments to 
freedom of expression into internal policymaking, 
product engineering, business development, staff 
training and other relevant internal processes.



  

Lawrence Lessig

                      Market

–

Law      Architecture

           Societal values 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Why?

“ICANN is bound to operate “for the benefit of the internet 
community as a whole, carrying out its activities in 
conformity with relevant principles of international law and 
applicable international conventions and local law”

- Article 4 of ICANN's Articles of Incorporation

ICANN's policies and operations have 
the potential to impact human rights



  

Human Rights Bylaw

Subject to the limitations set forth in Section 27.2, 
within the scope of its Mission and other Core 
Values, respecting internationallyrecognized 
human rights as required by applicable law. This 
Core Value does not create, and shall not be 
interpreted to create, any obligation on ICANN 
outside its Mission, or beyond obligations found in 
applicable law. This Core Value does not obligate 
ICANN to enforce its human rights obligations, or 
the human rights obligations of other parties, 
against other parties.



  

a) The Core Value set forth in Section 1.2(b)(viii) shall have no 
force or effect

unless and until a framework of interpretation for human rights 
(“FOI-HR”) is (I) approved for submission to the Board by the 
CCWG-Accountability as a consensus recommendation in Work 
Stream 2, with the CCWG Chartering Organizations having the 
role described in the CCWG-Accountability Charter, and (ii) 
approved by the Board, in each case, using the same process 
andcriteria as for Work Stream 1 Recommendations.

(b) No person or entity shall be entitled to invoke the 
reconsideration process provided in Section 4.2, or the 
independent review process provided in Section 4.3, based 
solely on the inclusion of the Core Value set forth in Section 
1.2(b)(viii) (i) until after the FOI-HR contemplated by Section 
27.2(a) is in place or (ii) for actions of ICANN or the Board that 
occurred prior to the effectiveness of the FOI-HR.



  



  



  

Different Proccesses Ongoing

● GAC WG Human Rights and International 
Law – Government Working Group

● CCWG on Accountability WS2 – Human 
Rights Subgroup – Cross Community Design 
Team for Framework of Interpretation

● CCWP-HR – Informal discussion and 
research group on human rights



  



  



  

Never a dull moment



  



  

Join or follow the work

ICANN

Mailinglist: https://mm.icann.org/mailman/listinfo/cc-humanrights

Website: http://www.icannhumanrights.net

Github https://github.com/nllz/IRTF-HRPC

https://mm.icann.org/mailman/listinfo/cc-humanrights
http://www.icannhumanrights.net/
https://github.com/nllz/IRTF-HRPC
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ICANN Diagrams are produced by ICANN

www.icann.org

Social graphs and discourse analysis created by Niels 
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