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I am an Australian lawyer and company director, 50 years of age, married with five children. I have been online since 1984 and have been involved with the DNS in Australia since the late 90s.

I am presently employed as Director of Legal Services and University Lawyer, University of Western Australia. I am also engaged as Chairman of AdultShop.com Limited, Deputy Chair of AUDA, board member of not-for-profit organisations Electronic Frontiers Australia Inc, TURA New Music, Biennale of Electronic Arts Perth Inc and past president of the WA Internet Association Inc. 

I continue to operate a consultancy business K Heitman & Co, established in 1984 as a legal practice. My position with the University permits me to lecture overseas and locally, and to provide opinions and expert evidence as a private consultant.
I was educated at Applecross Senior High School and the University of Western Australia. On graduating from Law School in 1981, I served articles with PJ Rattigan & Co in Rockingham Western Australia and remained with the firm to compete restricted practice and a year as Associate. In 1984 I set up my own practice in Cannington, Western Australia, and developed a specialised practice in technology law and especially Internet regulation. In 1999, I closed my practice and joined iiNet Technologies Pty Ltd as Group Counsel and CEO ahead of a successful public listing later that year. Following the float of iiNet Limited, I continued as Executive Director and Group Counsel until late 2001. In 2001 I joined the University of Western Australia as Intellectual Property Lawyer and then University Lawyer. I am the manager of legal business within the University and employ a team of 12 lawyers and support staff. 

I was a founding member of the WA Internet Association and have served on a number of Internet industry boards including two terms as elected ISP member of the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman Limited board. I have drafted parliamentary submissions and have appeared before Senate and State Parliamentary committees and in courts as an expert witness. I was a founding board member of the Australian Internet domain name regulator AUDA, and have been re-elected as Board member and Deputy Chair on many occasions since 1999. I have been part of the Australian delegation to the international ICANN meetings on three occasions since 2000, and continue to participate in a number of DNS committees. 
I have been a director of technology company Advanced Nanotechnology Limited, and on behalf of the University of Western Australia, assisted in guiding the company to a successful public listing. I lecture in matters including Internet law, digital copyrights and corporate governance. I was appointed to the board of controversial e-commerce company AdultShop.com Limited in 2001 and became Chairman in 2002. I am a member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and was accepted as an Associate of the Australian Computer Society in 1999.    

In my view the Nominating Committee has a carefully balanced task to bring to ICANN’s leadership positions a global perspective, a requirement for impartial competence and candidates with a commitment to best practice in decision-making within ICANN’s processes. 
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